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Sven Hedin and Wong Wenhao:
on the Exchange and Cooperation between

Sven Hedin and China’s Geological Survey

WANG Xinchun, TSENG Qingying
(1. College of History and Culture, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China;
2. Dunhuang Studies Information Center, Dunhuang Academy, Dunhuang 736299, China)

Abstract The Director of Geological Survey (3 it ] 7% fff) Wong Wenhao (% 3 i) and
Swedish explorer Sven Hedin had close contacts from 1920s to 1940s. They jointly promoted
cooperation between the Geological Survey and the Sino-Swedish Expedition (P5JL%l24% 2 #) in
scientific exploration of Northwest China, the publication of research carried out by the Expedition,
and the compilation of a detailed map of the region. This article uses previously unpublished
correspondence between Wong Wenhao and Sven Hedin in the Sven Hedin Archives of the
Riksarkivet together with other archival materials of the Geological Survey, to explore the
communication that lasted for more than two decades between the two men. The aim is to reveal a
more comprehensive picture of the earliest known Sino-Swedish scientific expedition agreement and
the lasting scientific exchanges between China and Sweden in the post expedition era, and to
contribute new findings to the study of the Sino-Swedish Expedition, the Geological Survey, as well
as the history of Chinese maps.

Keywords Sven Hedin; Wong Wenhao (7 3CHi); Geological Survey (b4 fr); Sino-
Swedish Expedition (FEJtRl%% 2 H]); Palaeontologia Sinica (WP E A ¥):E); maps
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