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Fig.2 Warfare between Xixia and the Northern Song Dynasty and its climatic conditions
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Establishment of Xixia and the role of climate in warfare
between Xixia and the Northern Song Dynasty

Dong Weimiao'”

(1. Department of Cultural Heritage and Museology, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China; 2. Institute of
Archaeological Science, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Xixia (1038—1227 A D) was a non negligible local regime in Northwest China in the historical period of
China. Its national strength was relatively weak, but its survival stage coexisted with several imperial regimes such as
the Northern Song Dynasty, the Southern Song Dynasty, the Jin Dynasty and Mongolia for a long time, and through
frequent wars, it settled in the northwest corner for centuries. Many scholars have made a variety of discussions on its
survival. This paper selects the coexistence period of the two regimes from the actual formation of the independent re-
gime in Xixia (982 A D) to the southern migration of the Song Dynasty (1127 A D) as the research period, analyzes
the reasons for its founding from the perspective of human ecology, and discusses the reasons for the frequent wars
between the early Xixia and the Northern Song Dynasty in combination with high-resolution climate data. Records of
wars between Xixia and the Northern Song Dynasty were cited from credible historical documents. Each war record in
the literature is regarded as an independent war, each independent war is assigned 1, the war frequency is defined as
the sum of the number of independent wars in a year, and the war frequency curve is obtained. High-resolution pa-
leoenvironmental records of lake and stalagmite or historic records from this area or surrounding regions were selec-
ted to give a solid climatic background of this time and space. Then, carefully contrast of the two series of evidence to
check if there is some relevance between wars and climate. The research shows that due to its own geographic condi-
tions, Xixia's life needs cannot all be self-sufficient, nor can it be obtained through normal trade, considering its poor
relations with the Northern Song Dynasty during most of the time they co-existed. Under such ecological pressure,
Xixia chose to enrich and expand its strength in the continuous war in order to survive, so as to support the war with
war and finally establish the country. The relatively warm climate conditions provided the necessary material guaran-
tee for the war of Xixia. As for the three largest battles between Xia and the Northern Song Dynasty, it can be attrib-
uted to the material shortage caused by the deterioration of climate and environment and the social pressure brought by
it. Other wars do not stem from the deterioration of environmental conditions, which may be due to the internal polit-

ical and social factors of Xixia.

Key words: Xixia; the Northern Song Dynasty; human ecology; warfare; climate change
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