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Table 1 ~ Status of natural protected areas in countries in the “Belt and Road” region
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Figure 1 Potential gaps for nature conservation along
the “Belt and Road” region
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FRFIE T I C TN A O KRS BLH, REFRIATZRS L

In the labeled boxes, the name of the natural protected area cluster is in blue, and the important protection object is in black

@ FEONTH mH| 9



s

] +EEsR
Bl Rt nsx

0 625 1250 2500
HES: GS (2024) 0650 5

Pl N S BRAFEER
P )& 1 +EHE - T£ET-FMEFE, +HHFH

2 I
3 BEH-HEFE
4 BEH-HEEEL
5 PE-L B
6 PRI tor)
7 to -2
8 SR HB- A S E- S S
0 SREHATE AT
10 HRE-RS - R
1 REHEEATE
12 ENE-EB RS
13 RIE-EDEE- SR
14 FPE-ENE-TF3
15 FRE-4f
16 ENiE-E
17 PE- -
18 RE-HE
19 RE-EH
20 mE-=E

a 2 SeE-RE-

' 22 HE-DRAET
23 SRE-H - EDE R
24 XH-ENEE AT RAT
25 EERAET-FAN

B3 ‘= BRERXAEAA AR LR E SRR
Figure 3 Key areas for the construction of transboundary national parks and natural protected area in the “Belt and Road” region
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Promoting the construction of a “Belt and Road” network of

natural protected areas: Purpose, significance and pathway

WEIYu ZHANG Zhi TANG Ling CHENG Duowei HUANG Baorong’
(Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract Countries and regions along the Belt and Road play a crucial role in global biodiversity conservation; however, their
current conservation practices are comparatively weaker than those of other countries worldwide. In light of the adoption of the
Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework at the UN biodiversity conference, as well as the new journey towards achieving
the “3030” target for global biodiversity conservation, it is imperative to promote the establishment of a comprehensive network of
natural protected areas along the Belt and Road. This initiative can help to effectively address gaps in nature conservation, enhance
integrity and connectivity within important ecosystems in this region, safeguard ecological security not only along the Belt and Road
but also globally, and contribute to realizing the “3030 target” for biodiversity conservation. This study focuses on highlighting the
strategic significance of the Belt and Road region in global biodiversity conservation while aiming to scientifically construct an
efficient network of natural protected areas in the region. By employing methods such as gap analysis, connectivity analysis based on
Minimum Cumulative Resistance Model, literature review, deduction etc., we analyze various aspects including biodiversity status and
challenges faced by countries along with progress made in constructing and managing natural protected areas, and also the progress
and challenges of cooperation on biodiversity conservation. Drawing upon international experiences related to establishing networks of
natural protected areas, we propose for natural protected area construction along the “Belt and Road”. Ultimately, this study provides
scientific foundations as well as management references for promoting cooperation among countries situated in this region while
facilitating construction efforts aimed at constructing an interconnected network of natural protected areas.

Keywords The “Belt and Road” Initiative, Network of natural protected areas, Ecological conservation, governance strategies

M i PEHAFEEABRBEEENTFREHNEFATR. T2 B RN A AP LT ASAZALE T ART
B4 Lg%, E-mail: weiyu@casisd.cn

WEI Yu Assistant research fellow of Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS). Her research
focuses on governance of National park and protected areas, ecosystem management, sustainable community development, etc.

E-mail: weiyu@casisd.cn

BER T B A F A K E AR R o EEAT AR £ SRR Bk 55 BUR L B K0 B AR R B Ao b 24K R

%, E-mail: huangbaorong@casisd.cn

HUANG Baorong Research fellow of Institutes of Science and Development, Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS). He has long
been engaged in research on ecological environmental protection strategy and policy, national park system reform and governance

system. E-mail: huangbaorong@casisd.cn

WoriEmi: UF A&

*Corresponding author

® ¥OM i mn| 13



