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Abstract This article review s the progress in biotechnology research and development of Amorphophallus Blume (konjac) in the
past 20 years. At present, tissue culture is a major part of the konjac biotechnology. In vitro plant regeneration occurs mainly via
organogenesis, which consists of bud or cormlet formation; the latter is the focal point of currentresearch. Useful results have
been obtainedin the selection of useful somaclonalvariation and germplasm conservation by konjac tissue culture. In addition, rapid
progress has been made in genetic transformation, w ith the aim of improving disease resistance and quality. Disease- and
herbicide-resistant genes have been successfully transformed into konjac plants. Meanw hile, problems remaining for biotec hnol-

ogy research and development are discussed, and the solutions pertinent to the problems are also put forward.
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