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China’s marine ecological environment from the perspective of
the UN World Ocean Assessment

Wang Juying

(National Marine Environmental Monitoring Center, Dalian 116023, China)

Abstract: The UN World Ocean Assessment (WOA) is an authoritative periodic global marine assessment
mechanism with three completed cycles. Based on the author’s experience as a member of the WOA
Group of Experts for three cycles, this paper quantitatively sorts out China-related evaluations in WOA
I, WOA II and WOA 1II, analyzing three-stage evolutionary characteristics of China’s marine development
from an international perspective. Ecological degradation was prominent under extensive exploitation
in WOA I; ecological deterioration was curbed through governance transformation in WOA II; remarkable
green development achievements under land-sea coordination were recognized in WOA III, with positive
evaluations reaching 61.5%. Addressing global marine challenges revealed by WOA III, this study proposes
countermeasures covering systematic land-sea governance, inter-departmental coordination and modern marine
management tools in line with the global “30x30” target. It provides scientific references for improving China’s
marine governance system and participating in the 4th cycle WOA 1V.
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