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Bridging science and the public: Mao Yisheng's views of
popular science and its contemporary value
Dong Yazheng', Lei Ziwen’, Zhang Meifang’

(1. National Communication Center For Science and Technology, CAST, Beijing 100012, China; 2. Institute for Cultural
Heritage and History of Science and Technology, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: Mao Yisheng was not only a founder of modern bridge engineering in China, but also a significant promoter of the
nation's science popularization efforts. Existing research has insufficiently explored the correlation between Mao Yisheng's views
on science popularization and his practical initiatives, leaving the overall value and contemporary implications of his perspective
inadequately articulated. This study reveals that Mao Yisheng proposed key concepts such as "Science Belongs to the People"
"Science Popularization Serves as a Bridge and Vessel for Disseminating Science and Technology" "Vigorously Promoting
Science Education" and "Science Popularization is a Bridge to the Four Modernizations", which he implemented through diverse
popularization practices. His views offer significant value and inspiration for advancing the equity and inclusiveness of science
popularization resources, adopting a systematic and holistic approach to science popularization, building a lifelong learning
system for all citizens, and aligning science popularization with national strategic goals.

Keywords: Mao yisheng; view of popular science; science communication; science education
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