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Study on Industrial Heritage of Beijing-Zhangjiakou Railway

Duan Hailong

(Institute for the History of Science and Technology, Inner Mongolia Normal University, Huhhot 010022, China)

Abstract: Beijing-Zhangjiakou railway is the first trunk line carried out all by Chinese from financing, de-
sign to construction in modern China. This domestic trunk railway is the typical case of western railway technol-
ogy transplantation into China. Therefore, it has significant meaning in railroad engineering. Up to now, initial
constructions were maintained in general, except for individual sections. Traditional technology has been applied
and innovated in railway construction. There were a lot of technological innovations in the process of construction,
such as route measurements and assignments. In addition, Janney coupler was introduced in this railway for the
first time. Moreover, the station rooms were built with distinctive features. In present, Beijing-Zhangjiakou rail-
way is still in use, and most of the routes and station rooms are well preserved. The technical value of Bei-
jing-Zhangjiakou railway is the core value as industrial heritage. It is very necessary to protect the representative
sections, feature stations and document literature of the railway construction recording.

Keywords: Beijing-Zhangjiakou railway; history of technology; industrial heritage
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