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location problem). k- A [l BN JG 25 B 1 2 il o) LTS & 22 B NP (non-deterministic polynomial)-

FE 5| AHKN: wu C C, Du D L, Miao R J, et al. Survey on approximation algorithms for the k-median problem (in Chinese).
Sci Sin Math, 2025, 55: 551-566, doi: 10.1360/SSM-2024-0171

© 2024 (PERE) ZEit www.scichina.com  mathcn.scichina.com


http://doi.org/10.1360/SSM-2024-0171
www.scichina.com
mathcn.scichina.com
mailto:{wu_chenchen_tjut@163.com},~{ddu@unb.ca},~{runjiemiao@hotmail.com},~{xudc@bjut.edu.cn}

RIRIREE: k- AL B A SR

PRI X I AL, 03X 28 i) R TH I AR SR e — M L LA RO T k. A SC R ELRIR k- AL e BRI
AASEIZATIR AT TR

XML P, S35 A BN FIRE P p- TS, R4RXT L P A Sehl, Sk A #
REAE 2 TR 18] A a1 — AN OU, L 3% I AGER I SR AR 5 I B o 5, B

cost(A;) < p-cost(OPTy), AEHUAE P 5] 1.

HI T - oA i) AU DI 25 8 RO ok v LI 2R %, PR LA SRl 2 w32 30 T 5 B et v i i e
WCRAEE IR K. BRI, Jedr 4T R o 28 5 Yot e ik 17 88 R A A B 10 7. IS b i, X L8437 ]
PAAr N 4 25, 7 R e R N SHELA « JRAE - SHEM R R,

LMMEN FIEFEE 3 PR (1) K n) @ A AR, (2) AL ot B A
13 BN AL RRIIR 5t I SRR ACAR; (3) H4RAF B BACHE & N BB AR B T AT . o B et ae it
7] R FR) 28— AW O AR 22 B Shmoys 55 401 i A MR 3 N BCT51R 21, FOE UL 2 3.16. 2
J&i, Chudak F1 Shmoys ' Sviridenko ! DL & Byrka F1 Aardal [21 FE-F- 284 HRI) < N 5055 AN gt ife
fLLEE.

AR S AT 0 R, ARV BRI B sRA B S A0 P LAVE SR 1) R 2R R 5, IRl
HEREAR BV BT AL, SR, HH T SR A 4 1t AR A st A5 31 7Y 2 20 B S 0 A, DRI A 50T B0 ) 3 DA
R i) L ) 2 5 5 ), T 2R IR 8 A B B R AN R A S B

SHBIE  BOURABUR S G o R ST AR B0E. BT DB R S AR A o A A i ik e
SRR RSO R St 0T A I AR AR B TR, 2 R AR X AR A AT AT . R
W, PR BB AR FE AN ATAT, U R @& S 1) LA AT IR, T SE B AL LG A R E e
SR TR PE IR (factor-revealing linear programming) KAF2]. 2003 4, Jain %5 28] R MBI
G337 oA B vk bl 7 @ 1.61- ITUSE. 2 )5, Mahdian 45 881 3l s Bt i 2,
AL A2 1.52.

oA BRI I ] AR IS BE R — AN <RI R 2L XU TR L. BB
(vr o) BT TR, Fik A S th i 2 AN AT B AT R S Y e 15 SRS
B v 2, Bl

cost(A) < vp - costp(S) + ¢ - costa(S), AEHUATATAE S,

Hrt costp(S) M costo(S) 7R FIATHE S WIB0H 2% FATESL B . AE BT EIART, W] LOR W
R I R S At T 45 A A5 B E AF I A EE. ST, SRS, SRS BT “BEx 1 o,
MHZ AL RE JTEES.

[RYR - 3B B0 I L AR ot AR A8 il U E X BT IR, 45 BRI ATAT AR, 2
Ji, PR AT AT AT L s B i) R ) BT AT . 2001 4, Jain A1 Vazirani B0 JEF 45 - WHMER 515
BT AR RN R R 3- SR

JF4E - SHEBIT R AR, BRI RS, 5T NGz AR FE R R L. A 2
&, WA - RS S 2R P e — A EE UK.

BEBRER  BIIR MR FIATME A, AEPTE SR A B, AW 224 i AT AT B 5 e St
AR SR AER Gt , WA Iy BB 24 i AT AT L 8 R B R A DO, AN [R] B0 ) A R Bk 2 i i e L)
JR BB AZ B 34T X 43, 2000 45, Korupolu &5 B 3 5 SCHEIN — AN 8okt « MHBR — AN SO AN A2 #e— %
BCitiX 3 MR A BN, 433 1 TR BB IE F B (5 + o)- ITIASEIE, XK e RAEES E M
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® 1 k- PUEEE AL MEEFIEELE TR

5 = plig Y\
APEREIE N Charikar % [7] 62
PRI N Charikar FI Li [9] 3.25

JAiE & Arya %5 1 5+
JRIRIE R Arya % [1] 3+e
SRS 2R Cohen-Addad % [13] 2.836 + €
JRUG - S FIBEE N Jain Fl Vazirani 39 6
YHEUE « BB B A Jain % (28] 4
SHEPLA . B BLE N Li F1 Svensson [37] 14+vV3+¢€
WHEE « BT B A Byrka 2 [4] 2675+ €
SHEA . BB N Cohen-Addad %5121 2.67059 + €
YHEE - BT B A Gowda, %% [18] 2.613
L T 5 Jain 2% [29] 142

B8, R REVES, BRI ¢ @ MEVENIBITI A, AT EER T ORIES kR £ 2 T
S 8] P9 ST S8 BRI AR LA . 2 05, 76 2004 4F, Arya 25 1) FeF [FERER S 30 800, 0 Hr 15
BT A BB IE Y (3+ )- Il Al A4S AT BLAE ) Charikar A1 Guha ) (H3% 73 #r45 3
(14 V2 +¢)- I

JRFB AR R AL TR U, SRR AR B, PATERE, (T80 sl B B 9K iz ALRe 71, AR,
JeyFBAY 2R VLTI R BT TSR, BT B I AU L — R T E i LK.

it s, b 4 BEITEA RO, NEBIE A VERE, FATN H T ZH 2 MRS . 41
R, A HTE oA B b ) R AL L f /N B ARMSRVA (2 L BY 25 5 Ve AR & A H I A0S A5
PEH IR R, FR IR 1.488. XTI A R ik a] A IE AL T 5, Guha AT Khuller ) $4
H, Br3E NP C DTIME(nCoglogn)) % RN 1.463. 25, f£5 Chudak 1 Shmoys M AL N #AE 1,
Sviridenko 4 R ATHREIRINIRE] T P £ NP. 36 T Midthh 7 B o8 £ 45 5, 715 WLLRIA SOk [48)
FEE [49].

Z, FEARNG T Bt Jo R B RO ) R AR B TS ORI N SRR T k-
A 0] R, AR SCRE TSR0 k- v o) R IR AE DG S5 3. AT BT, k- P L ) B I AL A R 31 T T X
4 KHEIG, MR R W 1.

RIL RGO k- P AL B I AL EETT A R, G aTR. 58 2 WA k- AL Y
TR B 3 WA k- AL B TR B 4 T RS R TR i) R

2 k- PAEEREETR
2.1 Fif k- PAIEIEATE B IR btk s) R

A/NFTIBILRS L - A ) IR 7 B R s ) R ) e PR R 5t Lagramge #2251 KA R DX
i L, DR k- L S T R B k() ] [ DI AR
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METOREMNES O FIEBRES FyWASE b UL LSRN i € F 57K A
j€C ZIMRPERRHA] iy V), k- POz HAR2 MR i i AR & F pIF BN & B EL
R S5 BT B K A, AT S RERE S T /. BRI, k- AL A H AR s mT BLS AR

min E min ¢;;.
SCF:|S|<k &~ ieS
jec

WA TR I BAF R B AL @ 51N 0-1 285 g, RAVKE TR AL j BB 4 51N 0-1 228 2,
AT DA 3 k- rh AR ) e SR e P )
min Z CijTsj
i€F,jeC

s.t. x5 < Yy VieF, jeC,

ieF

ieF

Hor, B —HANRERR, IRFRA jELBNBE A 0 b, B AU, 38 - HAREREA
TR j BB B — N O AL 55 = AR R IR Wit S S BN k. (EARE
BEHSE, BT oy My, 33905 0-1 285, PICB R MR (2.1) #IEE 2L LA B O

in]’ > 1, V] e C.

i€EF
U SRR 2R, ] AR B k- e o7 e 830 F) 2 v SRR st

min Z CijTij
i€F,jeC

st x5 < Wiy VieF, jeC,

day=1, Vjec, (2.2)
i€F

i€F
xijayi>07 V?:EF, jEC’
SR e VR AE H AR R B S IR TTRIT IR T & A M52 k- Hh A7) @2 Lagrange
it
min Z cijxij + Z’}/yl — "y]{?
i€EF,jeC el

s.t. Tij <y, VYVieF, jEC,

Zl‘ij > 1, Vj S C,

icF
xij7yi20, VieF, jEC
1) R oy W RRITETY, B oy WRARTE 1M « XERR AN = fi 52 38,
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ATLAR SR, k- v Ar il R SRR FA Tt (2.2) BOPTAT AR /2 Lagrange FA5H (2.3) HIFT4T M. JFH., 2
v > 0 B, Lagrange A5t (2.3) MImMRAE AT LMER k- FALIR R PERLRIFA t (2.2) BIBRACE R R 5.
XF T Lagrange Fa i, FATH AT LS B HIXHHE A
max Z o — vk
jec
st.o; < By +eiy, Viekl, jedl,
Zﬂij <7, VieF,
jec
aj,Bi; 20, VieF, jeC.

[0 o TG 25 B POt bk ) 5 D). 4 E TSRS RS O FRIR WO SIS Fy BN RRE S ¢ 1
TR f RS R i € F RITER S § € O Z I HEER o, TRRE LR
R H bR TF 13— S8 5 it AR 5% 75 R s, A 757 8 38 R B2 2 F 1) s fn i), BV L B AR R ECh

%g{;fl +jezcriré1§10ij}.
WS TR B IR B AL ¢ SN 0-1 R g, RO FHERA j BB A ¢ EIIA 0-1 &
iz, T CAAS 3 J0 25 5 1 it i A F 8 2 1k )

min Zfzyz + Z CijTij

(2.4)

iCF ieFjeC

s.t. Tij < Yi, Vie F, j € C7 (25)
inj >1, Vje C,
i€l

xij,yie{O,l}, VieF, jeC.

EE k- AL R AR (2.1) BIDXCRITE T, H AR R Oy B0 2% 5 4 2 T RS A, DU i
AT BB A AR RR ). 0 SRR 25 B BB, T RT A B T 7% e ik ) A ) e M AR ot

min Zfin- Z CijTij

i€F icF.jeC
s.t. vy, YieF, je C, (26)
i€F

.’Eij,yi>07 VieF, jecC.
1 HAHE I N
max Z Oéj

st. a; < Bij+ciy, VieF, jeC,

jec
aj,ﬁij>0, VieF, jecC.
2) AEIRBHHLT, H5 k- oA in B R RS

(2.7)

555



RIRIREE: k- AL B A SR

BERS, 3BT b k- S A7 AU Lagrange FARH (2.3) FIJC 2 B W itiadk bk i 83 ) 26 v LRI RA Bt (2.6)),
PAR k- A7 0] B Lagrange FASHAIXHE (2.4) F1TE 25 5 00 1k 1) R ) 28 P AR s st O 368 (2.7),
AT LUR B3 H AR R B —yk TR, k- S B Lagrange FA 55 70 25 B 50t bk [v) 90 fry 28 50 )
Fasth JLF—FE. FsZ b, k- AL U Lagrange FAT (2.3) W LLEVEBE T I ~ HOTE 25 &= witiik
ik [

HE—D b, 2T B hEE bt ) BRI AL A S RfE S S

COStc(S)—‘rC'Zfi <C-Zaj, (2.8)

i€S jec

(B B BEHETT e 9% 979 -, T 4531

costc(S) < c- (Zaj — 'y|S|>.
jec

FIA k- HAL ) Lagrange FashINHE o k- AL R[] Lagrange FAsthAl k- oA n) i = 2% B B
Z AR/ B, AT LRI S A3 AR g A 1) R R ek e, JE I % BB RS |S| = k (E15 3] k-
Hh A e SR S ABA AR

G, S 7 ¥ert k- rPz e A AL AR, FRATIH R I I o) T 4 B A0 ok 1 ) A T A2 (2.8) 1Y
AN, IXFE I A ST VE B B AR N Lagrange 7R %F (Lagrangean multiplier preserving, LMP)-
Hyk, ©MP) LMP- HykE S Jain M Vazirani B0 [ 3- UL Jain 25 28] ) 2o dm Al LA
Cohen-Addad %5 12 [1) 1.9973- AT AR, i BhiXse LMP- 0%, ANMITWMAAR]T k- P67 in 8l — R 5T
AEE R, FEILFR 2 FIEE 3.2 /N5,

2.2 k- PALCIERAFRRE O]

P AN V2 I R E VA5 < D Ve 7 g T 8 s SRR [N 7 v | TP SN~ R0 SR VALSTF 1N
KEMW k- PALA ., A7 R FEET k- AL RS AR k- FRAL IR Y SR AE AT k- AL ] EURIAE 28
7 e RS, I AR AH R I AL SRR AT T 25 AR

k- H0 A (k-center problem) R LAEAE k- HA Al KT i 4k 1) @, 7E k- AoC i) R FRATTAO SN
e REES O Frk i RS Fo IRk DXL RS i € F FIFRRA j € C ZIAW
RV ¢, k- TG R AR R IT WAL & B 1S I 7 K U SO O F s, TR,
k- L[] AT LS AR

min  maxmin ¢;;.
SCF:|S|<k j€C i€S

* 2 k- OEREI R R ILE A

(= F-MrBEHIELL SR BRI JEABAEL
Jain Il Vazirani [30] 3 2 6
Jain & [28] 2 2 4
Li Al Svensson [37] 2 HT\/@E 14+vV34¢€
Byrka 25 [4] 2 1.3371 + € 2.675+ €
Cohen-Addad %5 [12] 1.9973 1.3371 + ¢ 2.67059 + €
Gowda %5 [18] 2 1.3064 2.613
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H2UHY k- AL R LG AT DU B B A F R A AR A T H AR e BN F]. JE B, k-
AL ORI Bk BRI k- H0O UESCTE “BLAN B, k- o 7 19 ALIE SRR B B8 B /M - G ]
RIS ERINE SYE0S 5 24 N S Rl e SRV L1 i VK RFR S 2 N 3

k- Btz bk 1) B (k-facility location problem) f& Jo 45 f Wit ide ik i) AN - A7 1n] REAH &5 & () 7
Yo. 75 k- B hk b, AT AN B EFRAES O Rt mfEE Fo B b B0k
Wit i € F FIFFRERA £ AR RRERES i € F FITRR AL j € O ZIMMERER ;. k- Wi
ek i R H AR T AL ke ANV A 80 9 AT RE 2 FH LS R /DS BRLIE, k- it e ik )

LS AR
Sgg\lg\gk { ; hi +jezggélg Ci]}'

M k- Vit g ik () R AR AT DA B, B Ak T R B Rt bk (7] R H AR B O k- AL e
ZIRRAE. AHERIL, 2 ST f; 3908 0 B k- W iEde bt () BURAA k- F AL 24 k> |F)
I, Fo- Mt 1k 1) RGBT 28 B Rt 1k 1) R DG T k- RE TS 1l 1) R ) UL BT S R LR 4.

HAHAAE (knapsack median problem) #& k- HA A @K 55 —ANATAE [R]85 B FR A 1)l e
BAMMANEE TR SMES O fPREANES FIEE (BEAE) By BAFRRE 50 ST
WA fi URBANRERME S i € F AGEANTRE j € O ZMPPERRH ;. RSO SR H br
FEAEDRUE BT O AN TUEAE B I HT5E R — Se it (6 15 S0 o H ey, RIS A 7 17
AT DA IR

RS A, PO RR k- AL BEL R KA & BRASH, B RN Bt s BB I8
Tk et B AT X o DR A )R IR . AMER I, S AT B s T S 0 1 BTG
8 B BON kB, A AL BB A k- A7 1)@ T35 80 Fp A n) R )l AL SRV 0 RSCR LR 5.

TE k- WAL IR RS 2 L S b, 75 SR s T RE R AR 1t BESRANS AR IR, X )37 5 7] A
24, k- WAL R (fault-tolerant k-median problem) S AFHUEEAE, HAKHL fERH k- 78, 3R
TN E T/ RENES O LRt eSS F IEEE b BRGNS i € F AT R A
j € C ZIMBIEL T ¢, MERBANTERA j € C MELN “Famth Bk (FHER) v, Hp, &

* 3 k- uLERIAEIE L

= bk (VN4
Garey ll Johnson [16] NP- R
Gonzalez [17] 2
Hochbaum F1 Shmoys [26] 2
Hochbaum F1 Shmoys [27] 2

R4 k- WiwEERA L IE X

Esas] e IEAAEE
JR4G - BB Jain 1 Vazirani [39] 6
SHEHLA Jain %5 [28] 4
SRR & Zhang [50] 24+V3+e
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R j B EOR vy B A EED vy DAFRRIT B . B8 k- TR R H BRI B
RS ke AN BERE I A9 AL B 75 SR R SR BB TR0 I3 4 BT Ve (0 it b, AR 0 S
b, B

Tj
. g
Sgg?lngkZZCt(J, ),

jec t=1

Ht e (4,9) TR § S REIBES S TERTHE ¢ DIVBRE A RIFIEE . 7T LUK,
BT I T R s I RAR BRI 1B, AR k- AL IR T k- WA L OGRS k- AL )
(R AL SRR TR LK 6.

BT IR A BRI, 7EVF 2 B s, B0t s 10 IR S5 R 02 A BRI, XS TR ER k-
A7) @ (capacitated k-median problem). fEiy &M k- HALA I, FRATHIE NG E TR S IES
O\ Rkt SIS FyIEBE b MRS i ¢ F AEANTERS j e ¢ ZIBERZERA o,
PARAFN R, 0 RS A1 B9, B v, WM k- TPALIR Y B AR IR B & AN
HAEARAE AN BN 18 (14 150t ot 1100 75 52 R °1) ) T2 T W6 0 2 e B U P it b, A5 e 4 o
F /.

S0 JUR AR B [ AN R, fE R R0 k- AL i BTN T B R T R AN B A R 2
W, T B[R AN S RS B R AR, Rk, BATSERR EFEAE F iR 74 S = {6, i,
ik, FECL S B A R R S SR AT RIS, BIRE] O, Oy, G UL, G = C
FSHER BEAMFEN 4,5 = 1,2,...,k WH C;nC; =0 H |G| < ug. MR k- HA7L 1] BA] LI

k
min E E Ciyj-
S:{il,iQ zk}§F|S\gk

""" =1 jeC,
ATLAE 2, B8R 30it A BRSNS, RSN k- PR RIS 1 k- AL L G THR
B k- AL )RR AL SRR TR LR 7.
W LR k- AL AR (lower-bounded k-median problem) & k- HAL n] @ A8 R i) 7. 7E
N AR k- AL, RATRA G S FHREWES O RIst s RS FoIERE k.
A i € FRGATRA j € O 2RI ey, bREE MR OIS A T R IR

* 5 HEPMEEANLEE

I =4 JEABLEL FRERTR
MR N Krishnaswamy 25 [32] 16 MHEMEIEINZEL fuax
A BIUEPN Kumar [33] 2,700 -

LRI N Charikar Al Li (9] 34 -
BT BUEIN Swamy [42] 32 -
LRI N Byrka %5 3] 17.46 -

* 6 A k- PABEAEMEE

57y e AL FRRE K
PO ey Swamy Hl Shmoys [43] 4 AR ER—EL
AL BIEIN Hajiaghayi &5 (22] 93 _

558



HERE HeE 55k M2 M

L AR SANG ke PG RS RIFROS T & MR AE R TE S AR AT B0 B A 0 T
SRBRIR 3R T B B TF AR O VLR A5 L, AR RIE BRI B, S ARG e o AR,
BT ER B LB AT LR TR AR O, Co,. . O W) (G| > L. BRI, 7 F R0
ke S R L i

k
S={ir iz min}CFH|S|<k ; ];l Ciud-

W R k- AL AT DLEAE k- H A7 0 BRAE TR SR AT <P T A8 AL AHER I, 4
RN S R SR80 0 B, R AR k- A AL BB k- FRALI L DG T R AR k-
AN, ) R P U ALL B F 9 R R L3R 8.

5IF bk ) AL, k- P 1) R A T AE T B R (B RRAR AR B ). AR AR k-
HAL A (k-median problem with penalties) ", FATRHIAN G S TR SHIES O Fridk Wi 5
G F IR bk BRGNS i € F NN RA j € C ZIABERERH o), ULAIETTREL
h:2¢ — R, BT T2 B R 010 B BY 1R 75 SR SOR R 45 46 B 2 ), R skt 150 5 6 75 5K U mT BLid
SCAS — 58 B AT 2 T AR 5%, IXFE T RETE 25 ) R @A . Ay 4651 k- TR AL il ) H bR
TFRAEIL kAN I 28— BE TR SR s AN AR 5545 128 482 2 FH AN 30 2% R s Al g/, B

min E min ¢;; + h(P) p.
SCF:|s|<k,PCC | i€s
JEC\P

MR h(-) R BB RR N e PEIE ST Y k- HR A2 )@, 3G R AL R() IR R BN FR N
HRBEAE T k- A7 ) R, v LAE B, A 7 R B9 31 o R BUE S R R 55 I, i B0 k- Az
R k- A )L ST A SRS k- FRASE Ia) A I AL BRI TR LR 9.

T E AW k- AL (k-median problem with outliers) A&7 & [ k- A 1a] @ 22 A bl 2
PR R EAER k- HRAL I R AT A S TR SRS O ki SRS FIEEE k.
MEIR IR i € F FIBAT RS j € C ZMPPEEZTA ), WERFE 2. WA B ERIRHFTH
T fiff P 225 A6 52 e i R ) 5 SRR DUSE TPl SR M () S5 A R IE. 5 e MBI - R Az e R B AR 2 T AN

R 7 OHEREMN k- PRI OEER

(=3 IEAAEE Wi H g WA RSN RRREDR
Li[36] e0(1/€%) 1+e€ - Wb
Li [39] O(1/€?) log(1/¢) 1+e - -
Byrka % %] O(1/€?) - 1+e -
Demirci F1 Li [14] O(1/e3) - 1+e -

* 8 W INAARE k- RALEIRAEINEE

= JEBLEL THREYE HARRRRER
Han & [24] 2+V3+eite ae(0,1) -
Han %5 [25] 610 - TR
Han %5 [25] 387 - TR
Guo % [20] F1 Wu % [47] 516 + € - TR
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® 9 HESIN k- PAIBIRERAEE

(=) IEAAEE FFPRER
Charikar %5 [8] 4 -
Hajiaghayi 45 [23] 3+e€ -
Wu % [49] 1+vV3+e MENH—
Wu & [46] 3+e€ -

& 10 HREEN k- PR EZE

(= ERItE WEBEHEE  REEREEE
Chen [10] A - —
Friggstad 25 [15] 3+4¢€ 1+e -
Gupta &5 [21] 17+ € - O(klog(nd) —¢)
Wu %5 [46] 5+ € - O(klog(né) — ¢)
Wu & [46] 3+4¢ - O(k? log(nd) — )

ok ARHIFEREL 2 DR RS RER RS, B

min E min ¢;;.
SCF:|S|<k,PCC:|P|<z . i€S
JEC\P

ATLAE R, SR EENAN SN 0 B, 3 AN k- H AL R A k- HR AL R L OGS R k-
H A i) R AR AT AT BOR WA 10.

K- HRASE [ @ oy — i A ) R AE 4 HR AL I A (online median problem). £E4%HAL ] @ Y 4F A3
T PITRETT BB 2 H A2 $E R0 AN FIE B, FRK L “FEL TEag . B H AR i 2 JT B0
P, AR 2 T st B (a8 1) W€ S5, 1R E BOHE R JTBCET 1 B0 I AR I B S A
fiR ¥ 9% F 22 [R] A B AL A /1N, 2003 4, Mettu A1 Plaxton 39 25 H T 7E 2% i 67 1] R 3- ISR,

TR LA AR Y i AT DUORH LR S DS S A S I R, AT AR T AR R R AL
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Survey on approximation algorithms for the k-median problem
Chenchen Wu, Donglei Du, Runjie Miao & Dachuan Xu

Abstract The k-median problem is one of the classical topics in the fields of theoretical computer science
and combinatorial optimization, which is widely applied to image processing, pattern recognition, supply chain
management, and data mining. Nowadays, with the development of big data and machine learning techniques,
the practical applications of the k-median problem become more and more complex. This leads to a variety of new
research topics that need to be solved urgently. In this paper, we introduce effective algorithms based on linear
programming rounding, primal-dual, dual-fitting, local search, Lagrange relaxation, and other techniques for the
classical k-median problem and its variants. We begin with the close relation between the k-median problem
and the uncapacitated facility location problem. Then we introduce several important variants of the k-median
problem including the k-center problem, k-facility location problem, knapsack median problem, fault-tolerant
k-median problem, capacitated k-median problem, k-median problem with lower bounds, k-median problem with
penalties, k-median problem with outliers, and online median problem. Finally, we survey the approximation
algorithms for the k-median problem and propose several open problems in this area.

Keywords k-median problem, approximation algorithm, linear program, local search
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