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Study on Open-air Display Pedestal Decorated with Passionflower Pattern under

Comparative View
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Abstract: The open-air display pedestal decorated with passionflower is a kind of stone display in the open-
air of the royal palace in China, and it is a tool and means of garden construction. Its decoration and shape
change with the environment of the bearing objects and the placement, so as to convey a more profound
emotion and good wishes. In the “Garden of Gardens” the Old Summer Palace, passionflower decoration
open-air furnishings with the rise and decline Hall of National Peace in Changchun Garden, has become the
precious cultural relics of Chinese royal gardens. With the cultural inheritance of Chinese garden history
and the progress of garden cultural relics protection, more and more garden stone buildings still exist in the
world and become today’s open-air furnishings. It is found that the Qing Dynasty white jade passionflower
open-air furnishings in The Museum of Chinese Gardens and Landscape Architecture are carved on four
sides, which is highly suspected to be stone components in the “Old Summer Palace scattered cultural
relics”. Through investigation and comparison with big data, a total of 19 passionflower pattern building
components have been found. Among them, the four sides with carved passionflower patterns in Ancient
Lotus Garden of Baoding and Baoding Zoo are particularly important, which may be related to Cao Kun’s

handling of the stone components of the Old Summer Palace to build a private garden.

Key Words: Passionflower railing column; open-air display pedestal decorated with passionflower; Hall of

National Peace; scattered cultural relics of the Old Summer Palace; Cao Kun
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