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A dataset of human settlements along the Shiyang River basin in
Qing and Republican China
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Abstract: Located in arid Hexi Region, the Shiyang River basin is an unavoidable node along the Silk

Road. The changes of human settlements along the basin have important implications for social and

ecological environment studies in arid regions. This dateset is hence not only important for research on
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ecological environment changes in arid regions, but also essential to Silk Road studies during the historical

periods. The dateset is an assemblage of human settlement information along the Shiyang River basin

extracted from local records, geographical surveys, and historical maps. Through detailed textual research,

the spatial location and time periods of these human settlements were identified, and they were classified

into different settlement types to build the dateset of human settlements along Shiyang River basin in Qing

and Republican China.

Keywords: Qing and Republican China; Shiyang River; human settlement; geographic information system

Dataset Profile

Title

A dataset of human settlements along the Shiyang River basin in Qing and

Republican China

Data corresponding author

Zhang Ping (Zhangping029@126.com)

Data authors

Luo Cong, Zhang Ping

Time range

1644 - 1949

Geographical scope

37°06'N-39°27'N, 101°22'E-104°04'E; specific areas include Jinchang City, Wuwei City,

Yongchang County, Mingin County, Gulang County, and northern Tianzhu County.

Data volume

2.48 MB

Data format

*.shp, *.dbf, *.prj, *.sbn, *.sbx, , *.shx

Data service system

<http://www.sciencedb.cn/dataSet/handle/586>

Source of funding

National Social Science Fund of China (14ZDB031)

Dataset composition

The dataset is composed of 4 shapefiles on human settlements in 1657, 1749, 1934 and
1939. Each shapefile consists of 6 files: *.shp, *.dbf, *.prj, *.sbn, *.sbx, *.shx.
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