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Contemporary global climate governance is characterized by an increasingly diversified leadership

landscape, a substantive weakening of U.S. influence, strengthened institutional dominance by the
European Union, and widespread international recognition of China’s capacity for climate action.
Amid this evolving landscape, China faces emerging opportunities, including an expanded scope
for agenda-setting, the growing appeal of multilateral climate finance cooperation, new windows for
international rule-making, and a consolidated consensus on South-South cooperation. At the same
time, it confronts mounting challenges, such as increasing coordination complexity, rising pressure
from the transfer of excessive responsibilities, deepening difficulties in integrating carbon markets
and related standards, and heightened external uncertainties. In response, this article argues that
China should proactively assume the role of a coordinator to forge broader consensus among
Global South countries, innovate financial mechanisms to mitigate external pressures, advance the
internationalization of domestic standards to secure influence in rule-making, and construct a
comprehensive cooperation network spanning both national and subnational levels.
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